Attorney Docket No. 99-1220-RA2-CIP 
Application Serial No. 10/673,086 



PATENT 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Listing of claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all previous versions and listings of claims. 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) A method of supplying bagg e d ic e , comprising th e st e p s of: 

a.supplying a bag for bagging ic e ; and, 

^a. id e ntifying said bag via m e ans for bag id e ntification. 

3. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 2, wh e r e in said step of id e ntifying said bag via said 
id e ntification m e ans compris e s a comput e r controll e d s e nsor for r e ading and m e asuring indicia 
carri e d by said bag for yielding a first m e asur e d valu e , said s e nsor s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting 
of photo e l e ctric e y e s, las e r e y e s, laser t e chnology and barcode t e chnology. 

4. (Cancelled) Th e method of Claim 3, furth e r comprising th e st e p of r e ading and m e asuring 
a distanc e betw ee n said indicia via said sensor for yi e lding a s e cond measured valu e . 

5. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 4 , furth e r comprising th e st e p of comparativ e ly 
analyzing said first and s e cond m e asur e d valu e s against comput e r d e fin e d pr e programm e d values to 
id e ntify and v e rify th e auth e nticity of said bag for ic e filling purpos e s. 
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6. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 5, furth e r comprising th e st e p of p e rmitting said bag to 
b e fill e d with ic e only if said first and s e cond m e asured values correspond to said pr e programm e d 
valu e s. 

7. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 5, furth e r comprising th e st e p of prohibiting said bag 
from b e ing fill e d with ic e if said first and s e cond m e asur e d valu e s do not corr e spond to said pr e 
programm e d values. 

8. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 5, furth e r comprising th e st e p of p e rmitting said bag to 
b e fill e d with ic e e v e n if said first and s e cond m e asur e d valu e s do not corr e spond to said pre 
programm e d values. 

9. (Cancelled) A bag for use in an ic e making, bagging and storing machin e , said bag 
comprising: 

a first indicia carri e d by said bag, said indicia r e adabl e and m e asurabl e via m e ans for sensing 

to id e ntify and v e rify th e auth e nticity of said bag for us e in th e ic e making, bagging and storing 
machin e . 

1 0 . (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 9, wh e r e in said bag compris e s at l e ast a s e cond indicia, 
said s e cond indicia also readable and m e asurabl e via said s e nsing m e ans. 
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1 1 . (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 10, whoroin said s e nsing m e ans compris e s a comput e r 
controll e d s e nsor for r e ading and m e asuring said first and s e cond indicia carri e d by said bag for 
yielding a first and second m e asur e d valu e , r e sp e ctiv e ly, said s e nsor sel e ct e d from the group 
consisting of photoel e ctric e yes, laser e y e s, las e r technology and barcod e technology 

12. (Cancelled) The bag of Claim 11, wherein said s e nsor r e ads and measur e s a s e l e ct e d 
distanc e b e tw e en said first and s e cond indicia for yi e lding a third m e asur e d valu e . 

13. (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 12, wh e r e in said s e nsor first r e ads and m e asures said first 
indicia, th e n said sel e ct e d distanc e , and th e n said s e cond indicia. 

14. (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 13, wh e rein said first, s e cond, and third m e asur e d valu e s ar e 
comparativ e ly analyz e d against computer defin e d pr e programm e d valu e s to id e ntify and v e rify th e 
auth e nticity of said bag for us e in th e ic e making, bagging and storing machin e . 

15. (Cancelled) The bag of Claim 1 4 , wherein said bag is permitt e d to b e utiliz e d in th e ic e 
making, bagging and storing machin e only if s aid first, s e cond and third m e asur e d valu e s corr e spond 
to said pr e programm e d valu e s. 

1 6 . (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 1 4, wh e rein said bag is not p e rmitt e d to b e utiliz e d in the ice 
making, bagging and storing machine if said first, second and third m e asur e d valu e s do not 
corr e spond to said pr e programm e d valu e s. 
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17. (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 14, whoroin said bag is permitted to b e utilized in th e ic e 
making, bagging and storing machin e e ven if said fir s t, s e cond and third m e asur e d valu e s do not 
corr e spond to said pr e programm e d valu e s. 

1 8 . (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 14, wh e r e in at least on e of said first and second indicia is a 
lab e l section. 

19. (Cancelled) Th e bag of Claim 1 4 , wh e r e in at l e ast on e of said first and second indicia is 
sel e ct e d from th e group consisting of colors, barcod e s, shapes, r e fer e nc e charact e rs, l e tters and 
numb e rs. 

20. (Cancelled) A m e thod of id e ntifying a bag for us e in an ic e making, bagging and storing 
machin e , said method comprising th e steps of: 

a.obtaining a bag comprising a first indicia carri e d th e r e on; and, 

bra, utilizing a computer controll e d s e nsor to r e ad and m e asur e said first indicia to id e ntify 
and v e rify the authenticity of said bag for us e in th e ic e making, bagging and storing 
machin e . 

2 1 . (Cancelled) The m e thod of Claim 20, wher e in said bag furth e r compris e s at l e ast a s e cond 
indicia, said s e cond indicia also r e adabl e and m e asurable via said comput e r controlled s e nsor. 
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22. (Cancelled) Tho m e thod of Claim 21, further comprising th e st e p of p e rmitting said 
computer controll e d sensor to r e ad and measure said first and second indicia to yi e ld a first and 
s e cond m e asur e d value, r e sp e ctiv e ly. 

23. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 22, furth e r comprising th e st e p of p e rmitting said 
computer - controll e d sensor to r e ad and m e asur e a s e lect e d distanc e b e tw ee n said first and s e cond 
indicia for yi e lding a third m e asur e d value. 

24. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 23, furth e r comprising th e st e p of permitting said 
computer controll e d s e nsor to first r e ad and measur e said first indicia, th e n said sel e cted distance 
betw ee n said first and s e cond indicia, and th e n said s e cond indicia. 

25. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 21, furth e r comprising th e st e p of comparativ e ly 
analyzing said first, s e cond, and third m e asur e d valu e s against comput e r d e fin e d pr e programm e d 
valu e s to identify and verify th e auth e nticity of said bag for us e in the ic e making, bagging and 
storing machin e . 

26. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 25, furth e r comprising th e st e p of p e rmitting said bag to 
be utiliz e d in th e ice making, bagging and storing machin e only if said first, s e cond and third 
measur e d valu e s correspond to said pr e programmed valu e s. 
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27. (New) Th e method of Claim 25, furth e r comprising th e step of prohibiting said bag from 
b e ing utiliz e d in th e ic e making, bagging and storing machin e if said first, s e cond and third m e asur e d 
valu e s do not correspond to said pr e- programm e d valu e s. 

28. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 25, furth e r comprising th e st e p of p e rmitting said bag to 
b e utiliz e d in the ic e making, bagging and storing machin e e ven if said first, s e cond and third 
m e a s ur e d value s do not corr e spond to s aid pr e programm e d valu e s. 

29. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 25, wher e in at l e ast on e of said first and s e cond indicia 
is a label s e ction. 

30. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Claim 25, wh e r e in at l e ast on e of said first and s e cond indicia 
is s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting of colors, barcodes, shap e s, r e f e rence charact e rs, l e tt e rs and 
numbers. 

3 1 . (Cancelled) An ice bagging apparatus, comprising: 

a slider box configur e d to r e c e iv e ic e from at l e ast on e icemaker, said slid e r box adapt e d 
to slidably transport th e ic e for subs e qu e nt deposit of sam e into a bag. 

32. (New) An ice-bagging apparatus comprising: 
means for producing ice; 

means for bagging the ice produced by said means for producing ice, wherein said means 
for bagging comprises at least one box slidably engaged with at least one tray, said at least one 
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box adapted to receive the ice produced by said means for producing ice, and wherein said at 
least one tray is positioned at an angle relative to a ground surface; 

means for dispensing the bagged ice; and, 

means for identifying a bag. 

33. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 32, wherein said means for identifying a bag 
comprises a computer-controlled sensor for reading and measuring indicia carried by said bag for 
yielding a first measured value, said sensor selected from the group consisting of photoelectric 
eyes, laser eyes, laser technology and barcode technology. 

34. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 32, wherein said bag comprises a first indicia 
carried by said bag, said first indicia readable and measurable via means for sensing to identify 
and verify the authenticity of said bag for use in said ice-bagging apparatus. 

35. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 34, wherein said bag further comprises a 
second indicia, said second indicia being readable and measurable via said sensing means. 

36. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 35, wherein said sensing means comprises a 
computer-controlled sensor for reading and measuring said first and second indicia carried by said 
bag for yielding a first and second measured value, respectively, said sensor selected from the group 
consisting of photoelectric eyes, laser eyes, laser technology and barcode technology 
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37. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 35, wherein said sensor reads and measures a 
selected distance between said first and second indicia for yielding a third measured value. 

38. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 37, wherein said sensor first reads and measures 
said first indicia, then said selected distance, and then said second indicia. 

39. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 37, wherein said first, second, and third measured 
values are comparatively analyzed against computer-defined pre-programmed values to identify and 
verify the authenticity of said bag for use in said ice-bagging apparatus. 

40. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 39, wherein said bag is permitted to be utilized in 
said ice-bagging apparatus only if said first, second and third measured values correspond to said 
pre-programmed values. 

41. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 39, wherein said bag is not permitted to be 
utilized in said ice-bagging apparatus if said first, second and third measured values do not 
correspond to said pre-programmed values. 

42. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 39, wherein said bag is permitted to be utilized in 
said ice-bagging apparatus even if said first, second and third measured values do not correspond to 
said pre-programmed values. 
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43. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 35, wherein at least one of said first and second 
indicia is a label section. 



44. (New) The ice-bagging apparatus of claim 35, wherein at least one of said first and second 
indicia is selected from the group consisting of colors, barcodes, shapes, reference characters, letters 
and numbers. 
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